


 

 

 

 
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 

Born and raised in Ethiopia, Yehdego Abeselom arrived in the United States at the age of 18 

and attended school in Boston studying business management. Driven by his dream to make 

movies, he moved to California to attend Chapman University. There he had an opportunity to 

direct and produce several short films, one of which received substantial acclaim and was 

nominated for best action drama at the Chapman Student Awards. Yehdego has taken 

advantage of working with Overview Management, Mandalay Entertainment, HBO films, NBC 

Productions, and Sony Pictures Television, just to name a few. Yehdego is a very visual 

director with an ability to visually say something in his films. Coming from another nation, 

cultural differences are in the forefront of Yehdego’s life. He wants to make films that cross 

borders and break barriers. 

 

Jeremiah Lewis was born in Oregon in 1980 but lived most of his life in Southeastern Virginia. 

Though his family didn’t own a television, he fell in love with film at an early age, and by 

eighth grade had decided he would become a writer and director. Jeremiah would go on to 

produce, write and direct four award-winning short films at Virginia Tech, as well as 

numerous promotional videos for local non-profit organizations. He moved to Los Angeles in 

2005 and began working with motion graphics, providing title sequences for several short 

films. He also published his first novel, The Cold Goodbye, in 2006. In November 2005 

Jeremiah met Yehdego Abelesom, who was then looking for an editor for 13 Months of 

Sunshine. Eventually, Jeremiah became more involved in the operational and creative 

direction of the film, and became full producer. He introduced Jeff Bartsch and Yehdego 

Abeselom for a further strengthening of the film. Jeremiah continues to write and develop 

projects, and dreams of making films that are uplifting and entertaining. 



 

 

 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS (CONT’D) 

Jeff Bartsch is a multi-faceted artist, award-winning producer, and innovative entrepreneur. 

Having played piano since the age of 4, Jeff could often be found lurking in the halls of his 

rural Iowa high school with a high-tech VHS camera on his shoulder, shooting and producing 

all his own projects, most featuring original soundtrack recordings. College found Jeff double-

majoring in Bible studies and music composition at Grace University in Omaha, NE, with part-

time work in radio announcing. He moved to Los Angeles with the goal of completing his 

degree in film at Biola University. After serving two seasons as an assistant editor at the long-

running reality show Blind Date, Jeff was promoted to full editor and soon contributed to 

primetime content on ABC, NBC, FOX, ESPN, and many others. He also expanded into the 

world of commercial voiceover work, and can currently be heard as the voice of ABC’s 

international hit show Supernanny. Jeff’s next transition moved him into film producing, 

including the independent feature film 13 Months of Sunshine and Stained, the first film ever 

shot on the ultra-high-definition RED One camera to take top honors at any film festival in the 

world. Jeff is the CEO of Resolve Entertainment and founder of editmentor.com, the very first 

online community ever to distribute high-quality footage and editing insights to editors, 

filmmakers, and anyone who shares a passion for excellent storytelling.



 

 

 

YEHDEGO ABESELOM 
Producer: 
13 Months of Sunshine (2008) (executive producer) (producer) 
Coda (2006) (associate producer) 
Leila (2006) (associate producer) 
Attraction (2005) (producer) 

Director:  
13 Months of Sunshine (2008) 

Writer:  
13 Months of Sunshine (2008) (writer) 

Actor:  
13 Months of Sunshine (2008) .... Kidus 

 

JEREMIAH LEWIS 
Producer: 
13 Months of Sunshine (2008) (producer) 
The Canal (2007) (executive producer) (producer) 
Red State (2005) (executive producer) (producer) 
Zero Sum (2003) (executive producer) (producer) 
Visual Intrigue: Assassination (2002) (producer) 
Mosquito Man (2001) (executive producer) (producer) 

Director/Writer:  
The Canal (2007) 
Red State (2005) 
Zero Sum (2003) 
Visual Intrigue: Assassination (2002) 
Mosquito Man (2001) 

 

JEFF BARTSCH 
Producer: 
Stained (2008) (executive producer) (producer) 
13 Months of Sunshine (2008) (executive producer) (co-producer) 
Snare (2007) (executive producer) (producer) 
Lavinia’s Heist (2007) (executive producer) (producer) 



 

 

 
 

PRODUCTION 
 
Producers 
Yehdego Abeselom 
Jeremiah Lewis 
 
Co-Producer 
Jeff Bartsch 
 
Associate Producers 
Teddy Lamma 
Brian Sorbo 
Richard Tucci 
 
Executive Producers 
Yehdego Abeselom 
Jeff Bartsch 
Yacob Abeselom 
 
Production Designer 
Cristina Ramirez 
 
Composer 
Jason Solowsky 
 
Directors Of Photography 
Tarrina Reed 
Justin Talley 
Pete Villani 
 
Editor 
Jeremiah Lewis 
 
Sound Design 
Ben Baker 
Michael Stratigakis 
Jeremy Weinstein 

 
Additional Sound Editing 
Stephen Denner 
Michael Gallagher 
Matthew Rosen 
Jacob Tillman 
Chris Witt 
 
ADR Recording 
Yehdego Abeselom 
 
ADR Sync 
Jeremiah Lewis 
 
Additional ADR Mixer 
Steve Roberson 
 
Additional Recording 
Biklops Recording Studio, San Jose CA 
 
Audio Facilities Provided By 
Vitello Productions 
 
Opening/End Credits 
Fringe Design 
 
Amharic Translation 
quanqua.com 
 
Additional Amharic Translation 
Hermela Belai 
Teddy Lamma 

 



 

 

 

 

THE UNTAPPED MARKET 

Ethiopian film market is untapped. Ethiopians rely on American entertainment, often out of 
date. These films do not reflect their own culture or interests. 

A recent explosion of Ethiopian films has fostered a need for Ethiopian stories to be told by 
members of the Ethiopian community. 

According to IMDB.com, only four films have been produced in Ethiopia in the last 6 years. 

13 Months of Sunshine is a film with high production value, minimal costs, and a story and 
themes that speak directly to Ethiopian culture and the people, in Ethiopia and the Diaspora. 

Director Yehdego Abeselom and his family have strong connections in Ethiopia to secure 
distribution and organize large promotional campaigns. 

Who is the target audience? 
The hip, young generation of Ethiopians raised in Ethiopia but having strong cultural ties and 
reference to the outside world, especially American life. The target audience for 13 Months of 
Sunshine can be found in Ethiopia and the continent of Africa, as well as North America, 
Europe, and Israel. 

Where are the biggest Ethiopian populations located outside of Ethiopia? 
More than 200,000 Ethiopians reside in California alone. More than 250,000 Ethiopians live in 
Washington DC, 50,000 live in Canada, more than 75,000 are currently in Israel, over 50,000 
live in Germany, England, and Amsterdam, and nearly 100,000 in Sudan. Overall, there are 
more than 67 million Ethiopians in the untapped Ethiopian market. At minimum, 5 million of 
those are regular movie-going 
audiences.

 

 


